LAURA CORTESE

BLOW THE CANDLE OUT

Laura Cortese's new release Blow the Candle Out offers seven live cuts from concerts where she boldly delivers original and traditional songs with the unusual combination of fiddle, drums and voice. Laura's many loyal fans in the Northeast traditional music scene have been hearing this sound evolve in her live shows and in her last two studio albums, Even the Lost Creek (2006) and Hush (2002). 

Having made a name for herself as a teenager for her traditional Scottish fiddle chops, Laura has since grown into a thoroughly modern performer and songwriter who isn't afraid to draw on her diverse musical influences ranging from Otis Redding to Neko Case while being informed by her formal training at Berklee College of Music as well as the traditional Scottish ballads she discovered as a young girl in California. Her recent live shows include a wild cover of Dolly Parton's classic "Baby I'm Burning", played solo with the unique rhythmic fiddle accompaniment her friends have dubbed "drum and chop indie pop".

Since the release of Blow the Candle Out, she's written a powerful batch of new songs, some of which can be previewed on her four-song demo. One of these tracks - "Bad Year" - has been released as a single and a music video. "The demo really expresses where I want to be musically and the sort of edgy sound I have been working towards," Laura says.

Laura has been at the heart of a creative renaissance in the Boston and Northeast acoustic music scene in the past few years. She's a co-founder of the Boston Celtic Music Festival, and has played in the groundbreaking bands Uncle Earl (on double bass!) for most of 2007, The Anarchist Orchestra (with Tao Rodriguez-Seeger of The Mammals) and even The Jolly Bankers, a subversively poppy stringband with a semi-cult following. Laura is currently playing fiddle and singing with Pete Seeger including scheduled appearances at New Orleans Jazz Fest.

"I have been so lucky to get to play with so many artists in the indie and folk scenes all over the world and that has really helped me to find my own sound," Laura says. She's looking forward to playing all of the new material on tour this spring in the US and on her second tour of the UK and Ireland. The raw power of Laura's live show makes her truly one of the must-see young acts of 2009. Blow the Candle Out just hints at a new recording project that promises to hit international audiences with strong songwriting and irresistible grooves in the near future. On upcoming tours Laura will preview material from her upcoming recording project.
